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21 August 2017 
 
 
Dear Graeme 
 
Further to the statement to Parliament by the Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate 
Change and Land Reform on 13 June, advising of the intention to publish the final Climate 
Change Plan in early 2018, I am writing to you with an update on the development of the 
Plan, and also to seek your views on the period for Parliamentary consideration of future 
draft Plans.   
 
As previously stated by the Cabinet Secretary, the Scottish Government is grateful to the 
four Parliamentary Committees that undertook detailed and constructive scrutiny of the draft 
Climate Change Plan.  The Committee reports, alongside other feedback and the latest 
greenhouse gas emissions statistics for 2015, are helping us in finalising the plan.  The 
Scottish Government is currently developing the TIMES model to incorporate the latest 
emissions statistics as well as updated sector assumptions.  The Scottish Government is 
also engaging further with stakeholders including the Committee on Climate Change and the 
new Climate Change Plan Advisory Group announced by the Cabinet Secretary in June, and 
will give due consideration to the relevant draft Energy Strategy consultation responses.   
 
A full response to recommendations from the four Parliamentary Committees involved in 
consideration of the draft Climate Change Plan will be provided when the final Plan is 
published next year.   
 
  



 

 
One of the Committee recommendations on the draft Climate Change Plan indicated that the 
Scottish Government should review the time available for parliamentary consideration  and 
use the opportunity afforded by the forthcoming Climate Change Bill to either remove the 
fixed period or extend the current 60-day restriction.  In response, the Cabinet Secretary 
announced in June that the Scottish Government proposes to extend the period for 
Parliamentary consideration to assist scrutiny of future draft Plans.  The Scottish 
Government would welcome your views on this proposal, particularly on how many days the 
period for Parliamentary consideration of draft Climate Change Plans should be to allow for 
thorough consideration while ensuring Parliament resources are used to best effect.  It may 
be helpful to note that the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee suggests a period of 
at least 120 days in their report on the draft Climate Change Plan.     
 
Your views would be most helpful by close on 10 October.   
 
I hope this update is helpful, and please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.  I 
have written in similar terms to the Conveners of the Economy, Jobs and Fair Work; Local 
Government and Communities; and Rural Economy and Connectivity Committees.      
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Chris Stark  
Director of Energy and Climate Change 


